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pebbles, making the footing uncertain.   This first part of Deloraine'st
ride was not the least difficult.    "**
1. 261. barbican, O.Fr. barbacane, 'the defence of the outer gate
of a feudal castle/-—scott. The epithet 'sounding' indicates that
Scott probably took his idea of a barbican from Alnwick Castle, where
there is a very fine gate and barbican of the Edwardian period. (See
Clark's 'Mediaeval Military Architecture,' vol. i. p. 180.) The barbican
is 55 feet long, strong masonry protecting a passage to the gate about
Jo feet broad. The outer part of the passage is vaulted to the lenglh
of about 20 feet, the rest open to the sky. " This explains the epithet
'sounding.' The real Branksome Tower in all likelihood had no such
magnificent adjunct. It is what Scott would have called a * poetical
ornament/.^:
1. 264. basnet=basinet, a basin-shaped helmet. The poet makes
Deloraine undertake his midnight ride in complete armour (see 1. 312).
This also is 'poetical ornament.'
1. 265. Peel, is defined by Clark (' Med. Mil. Arch/ i. 247) as 'a
stronghold of which the tower is the only considerable work, and
which stands -within a walled base-court or barmkin of moderate
area/ These simple square towers are characteristic of the Scottish
Border. Borthwick Tower in Midlothian is the finest specimen.
They depended for their powers of resistance on passive strength.
The walls were so thick that very little damage could be done to
them by parties of forayers, even if they were captured by surprise.
By a Scottish statute of 1535 it was enacted that every barmkin wall
must be at least a yard thick, six yards high, and must enclose
at least sixty square feet. The tower was built within this outer
work. Another name for the peel was ' bastle-house,' Fr. bastille.
- 1. 267. Moat-hill. Scott supposed that the name of this round
artificial mound near Hawick was derived from A.S. mot, an as-
sembly, and that the adjacent tribes may have met there in council.
1. 272. Hazeldean or Hassendean was tenanted by a family of
Scotts, which Salchells describes as ' the ancientest house among
them all/
1. 282. The Roman way. 'An ancient Roman road, crossing
through part of Roxburghshire/—scott.
1. 286. Deloraine prepared for an encounter, if necessary, with
the outlaw, whose haunt he was approaching.
1. 287. Minto-crags. *A romantic assemblage of cliffs, which
rise suddenly above the vale of Teviot, in the immediate vicinity of
the family-seat, from which Lord Minto takes his title A small

